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I* In the pest, whzmvar an area me occupied by COP forces, the Chinese 
Cotrainlait policy was to execute all land owners and 'wealthy merchants and 
confiscate the land and property* This policy of execution and confie- 
cation Mb been adhered to by the Chinese CammxLst Amy for several years 
but it was found that such oppression did nothing to gain the local confix 
dence and did* in fact, in several instance^ give rise to civil disturbances 
arm p&noitry* The policy ime therefore changed by an order from Vj\0 Tec-t %mg a 

2 a How only the surplus lands and surplus homes of land owners and merchants are con- 
fiscated and then distributed to the tenants * However* tfc* decision of what 
is surplus is dependent upon the ruling of the "Tenants A^seofcly" which is 
similar to a People Court* The primary factor influencing the "Tenants Assan&ly" 
mLing is the evidence given in court regarding past land craer -tenant rela- 
tionships o Under the present "Tonanta Assembly** rulings the only individuals 
punishable by law and subject to land confiscation are those persons who were 
policcsnen* secret agents ami officials of the Puppet Handhukuo Generally 

the sentence passed by the Assembly in such, cases is confiscation of property 
and penal sonritude 0 



The CCP policies regarding the confiscation of agricultural products 
also changed* Mow in the areas around Ssupingchieh* the CCP authorities 
are distributing teoliaiig and bean cakes because of the past hard winter* 

The distribution is through the village heads and is done with no cost 
to the recipient* The bean cakos are distributed for persor&l use and as 
fodder for animals* The kaoliang distributed is for seed and must be 
planted within 3 days after receipt* Farmers are given two »sho rt (about 
3®1£ pints) of kaoliang for one "se" (about 119 square yards of land* At 
the time source traveled through the land* about one half of the land rac 
seeded and indications were thnt the remaining land was to be seeded soon* 

The change in policies by the CCP authorities has done much to gain the 
peopled confidence hut those people who still era property are apprehensive* 
They do not trust tho authorities completely and believe that the rulings of 
the "Tenants Asoonkly" are merely temporary measures to full the people into 
cooperating with the authorities and grow more crops only to have everything 
confiscated in the future* At first a groat many of the people were leaving for 
IJ&tiona list-occupied territory but now* since the inauguration of the new 
policies*, most of the people are remaining on their land* The general feeling is 
that the Cotmiurdsts* if they continue their present policies, are making acre 
progress toward tenefitting the people than tho Nationalists ever made* One of 


the greatest points made by the Ccwaaunists is that public peace in the Setting* 
chieh area is better now than it has ever been* The people na lofcger fear bandit 
bands, even at night* 
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